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A PLANE THEORY OF INEXTENSIBLE TRANSVERSELY
ISOTROPIC ELASTIC COMPOSITESt
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Abstract-A plane strain or plane stress configuration of an inextensible transversely isotropic linear elastic
material, with the axis of symmetry in the plane, leads to a harmonic lateral displacement field in stretched co
ordinates, Various displacement and traction conditions lead to standard and nonstandard boundary value prob
lems of potential theory, Examples for a rectangular plane, half-plane and infinite plate with elliptic hole, are
presented in illustration.

1. INTRODUCTION

THE MOST simple, yet practically important, type of fibre-reinforced composite consists of
an elastic matrix in which are embedded approximately parallel fibres. When the fibres
are randomly located in the transverse cross-section, and at sufficient density, the com
posite body is in some mean sense homogeneous and transversely isotropic about the
fibre direction. If the fibres also are elastic, then over stress ranges in which bonding re
mains essentially intact, the composite material is elastic, and for some stress range under
goes only infinitesimal strain. The mean response of the composite is then represented by
the response of a transversely isotropic linear elastic body; see, for example, the review
article by Hashin [1]. This description cannot predict stress partition between fibre and
matrix, and in particular the local conditions at interfaces, but will reveal regions of high
mean stress concentration where further structural support may be required.

A common feature of fibre-reinforced composites is their relatively high modulus of
extension in the fibre direction. Rogers and Pipkin [2J point out that this property allows
a simplifying approximation to the generally complex stress analysis of transversely iso
tropic elastic bodies. They introduce an idealized theory in which the composite is assumed
to be inextensible in the fibre direction and also incompressible, and consider plane strain
in a plane parallel to the fibres. Incompressibility then implies inextensibility in the direction
normal to the fibres also, and the permitted displacement field takes a very simple form.
This idealized theory (henceforth referred to as IDT) is illustrated by treating the deflection
of a rectangular slab with fibres parallel to the axis, with one end fixed and subject to
normal side load and shear end load. The interesting predictions of IDT are that de
formation takes place by shear in contrast to classical bending theory, as the "fixed-end"
condition "penetrates" down the slab, and that infinite tensile (compressive) stress con-
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centrations arise at boundaries parallel and normal to fibres to balance applied shear
tractions. The interior shear-stress is restricted by the simple form of permitted displace
ment field while the arbitrary inextensibility and incompressibility constraint stresses
depend only on equilibrium and boundary conditions. Spencer [3J shows that the same
elementary kinematics of IDT allow a plane strain bending solution of a laminated plate
in which the fibres are oblique to the plane of bending.

An interpretation and justification of these unusual predictions of IDT-surface layers
of infinite stress and stress penetration down fibres and normal lines-is provided by
Everstine and Pipkin [4]. The Airy stress function for plane strain of a transversely iso
tropic elastic body, with the axis of symmetry in the plane, satisfies an elliptic fourth-order
equation in which the five elastic constants appear only in the form of two dimensionless
parameters c, and Ce • Inextensibility is the limit c, ~ 0, and incompressibility is the limit
Ce ~ 0 subject to an inequality between c, and Ce • Some elementary exact solutions for a
half-plane with fibres parallel or normal to the boundary, subjected to sinusoidal loads,
are obtained. Leading terms for small c, and Ce reveal the boundary layers of high stress
gradient and stress penetration over a large depth, with estimates of both length scales,
and demonstrate how the corresponding IDT solutions approximate these features.
Setting c, = Ce = 0 leads to a hyperbolic equation for the stress function and IDT becomes
a part of a singular perturbation approach for small C" Ce .

While the "nearly inextensible" approximation c, ~ 0 is good in many cases, the
"nearly incompressible" approximation Ce ~ 0 does not appear to be so commonly
applicable. Furthermore, in a plane stress theory appropriate for plates, the parameter
analogous to c, is not small, even in the incompressible limit. In these cases an approximate
theory assuming only inextensibility c, = 0 is more relevant, and provides the appropriate
simplification to the full transverse isotropy plane theory. Singular stress layers can still
occur at boundaries parallel to fibres, showing the boundary layer present in an exact
solution, and hence pointing to difficulties which may be encountered in a direct numerical
treatment of the exact equations.

This paper develops the plane theory for an inextensible transversely isotropic elastic
material in infinitesimal strain (henceforth described as IT). As in IDT the longitudinal
displacement, parallel to the fibres, depends only on the transverse coordinate, but the
transverse displacement is harmonic in (finitely) stretched coordinates. Traction con
ditions on boundaries parallel to fibres lead to a simple normal derivative prescription
unaffected by any singular layer associated with the shear traction, while on nonparallel
boundaries displacement and traction conditions lead to various boundary-value prob
lems of potential theory, with one class of nonstandard form. Some closed-form solutions
can be derived but, more important, there are well established finite-element procedures
available for numerical computation of the standard problems, and modification for the
nonstandard class appears feasible. Furthermore, any boundary layer effect is not present
in this potential part of the solution.

The theory is illustrated in a number of ways. A comparison with the exact half-plane
solutions given in [4J, and corresponding IDT solutions, is made for c, ~ O. Two rect
angular slab (plate) shearing problems are solved numerically, for fibres parallel to the
sides, and compared with IDT solutions, including a case of small Be' An infinite plate
containing an elliptic hole is treated by conformal mapping, and solutions are presented
for uniform pressure loading of the hole boundary and for uniform transverse tension at
infinity.
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2. TRANSVERSE ISOTROPY, INEXTENSIBILITY AND PLANE THEORY

Referred to rectangular Cartesian axes OX1X2X3 with OX1 the preferred (fibre) direction,
the elastic stress-strain laws for transverse isotropy [1,4,5] have the two convenient forms

0"11 = (EL+4vikT)e11 +2vLkTeyy ,

(2.1)

and

(2.2)

(2.3)

where

VT EL(kT-iLT)-4vikTiLT

ET 4ELkTiLT

Greek subscripts take the values 2, 3, and a repeated index implies summation over those
values. EL , VL and ET , VT are the Young's modulus and Poisson's ratio for simple tension
in the longitudinal (fibre) direction and in a transverse direction respectively. iLL' iLT are
the shear moduli for simple shear in the xl-direction and in the transverse plane OX2X3,
respectively. kT is the bulk modulus for plane strain in the transverse plane. Various other
sets of 5 independent elastic constants may be chosen [5]. Positive strain energy requires

EL > 0, iLL > 0, iLT > 0, kT > 0. (2.4)

Low extensibility in the fibre direction may be defined by the strong inequality
EL » iLL; that is,

while iLT' kT, ET are of order iLL' e is a first-order approximation to the small parameter
er introduced in [4]. In the inextensible idealization e = °the first of (2.1) is replaced by

0" 11 arbitrary, (2.6)

where the arbitrary workless constraint stress 0" 11 is governed solely by equilibrium and
boundary conditions.

First consider plane strain

(2.7)

(2.8)

with the fibres parallel to the plane. For small e defined by (2.5), neglecting terms of 0(e2
)

compared with unity and assuming that 0"11 is not of greater magnitude than all other
stress components (2.1H2.3) give the approximate relations

(k T+iLT)0"33 = (kT-iLT)0"22' (k T+iLT)e22 = 0"22'

2iL2e12 = 0"12' iLL(kT+iLT)e11 = e2{(kT+ iLT)O" 11 -2vLkTO"22}'
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For equilibrium in the absence of body force the in-plane stress components are given in
terms of the Airy stress function X(x i ,x2) by

(111 = X,22' (2.9)

where ,i denotes partial differentiation with respect to Xi (i = 1,2). Strain compatibility

implies to the same approximation that

1::2X,2222+X,1212+C2X,1111 = 0,

or equivalently,

where

(2.10)

(2.11 )

(2.12)

(2.13)2 J.lL
C =---.

kT+J.lT

The exact stress function equation is given in [4J, but is there applied to the case of
low extensibility I::r = I:: - 0, together with low compressibility J.lJk T - 0, when c reduces
to a second small parameter I::c . IDT is the limit I::r = I::c = °when (2.6), (2.7) and (2.1) imply

U I = UI(X 2), U2 = U2(X I), (112 = J.ldU~(X2)+U2(XI)}' (2.14)

and (122 is also an arbitrary constraint stress. The limit I:: = C = °is not a valid approx
imation to small 1::, C in (2.12) whenever the various gradients cause the e and c terms to
have the same magnitude as the other terms. This situation is demonstrated by the bound
ary layer and stress penetration effects in the solutions presented in [4].

Complete measurements of all five elastic constants of fibre-reinforced materials do
not appear to be available, but there is no evidence to suggest J.lL/k T is small for typical
carbon-epoxy, boron-epoxy systems. Heaton [6J calculates values for fibres arranged in
square arrays at different volume concentrations, and for a boron-epoxy composite with
fibre volume fraction in the range 0·4--0·7, the parameter C takes values 0·53--0·6 while I::

takes values 0·13--0·17.
For plane stress,

(2.15)

and to the first approximation for small 1::, (2.2), (2.3) give

4J.lTkTe33 = -(kT-J.lT)(122 , 4J.lTkTe22 = (k T+J.lT)(122'

(2.16)

(2.17)

Equilibrium and compatibility again require (2.9H2.12) with c replaced by c defined by

-2 J.ldk T+ J.lT)
c = .

4J.lTkT

Even in the incompressible limit J.lJk T ~ 0, C+0, and in fact, for J.lL 2 J.lT, C 2 0·5 and
increases as J.lL/kT increases from zero. The range of c values from [6J is 0,64--0·67.
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Thus, for both plane strain and plane stress, the stress function equation (2.12) with 8

small and c finite, typically in the range 0·5-1·0, would appear to be a commonly applicable
approximation. The corresponding inextensible limit 8 = 0 (IT) replaces the last of (2.8)
and of (2.16) by (2.6). The displacement field then takes the form

U I = UI(X2)' U2 = U2(X I , x 2), (2.18)

with U3 zero in plane strain and determined by the first of (2.16) in plane stress. Directly
from the stress-strain relations (2.8) or (2.16), the x 2-component of equilibrium balance
implies that

2a
2
U2 a

2
U2 _ 0

c a2 + a2 -,
Xl X 2

(2.19)

with c replaced by Cin plane stress, while, with (2.6), the X I-component implies that

(1tl = IlLt(X2)-ILL {U'{(X2)X I +~~:}. (2.20)

Here t(X2) is an arbitrary function depending only on boundary conditions, and (2.20)
assumes that stress gradients are continuously bounded. The equivalent stress function
representation is

X = Xo(x t , x 2)-IlLX t U I (X2) + f(X2)' 6f"(x2) = IlLt(X2)'

2a2 XO a
2

Xo aXo
c -a2 +-a2 = 0, IlLU2 = -6-

a
' (2.21)

X t X 2 X 2

but direct solution of (2.19) is more convenient. In IDT, (2.19) and (2.20) are replaced by

(2.22)

where p(xd is an arbitrary function depending only on boundary conditions.
Prescribed displacements on the boundary must be compatible with the first of (2.18),

and if not then inextensibility is not satisfied so that large stress gradients arise and the 8

term in (2.12) is not negligible. It is shown in Section 5 that prescribed tractions on bound
aries not parallel to fibres are compatible, but on boundaries X 2 = constant the functions
u t (x 2) and t(x2) are constant, and (112' (122 may not both be prescribed compatible with a
solution of (2.19). The resulting shear-stress discontinuities and balancing infinite fibre
stress gradient, as predicted along fibre and normal line boundaries in IDT, are approx
imations to boundary layers of high stress gradient as demonstrated by the solutions in
[4]. In an infinitesimal layer at a boundary X 2 = const, equilibrium requires that

where

6(111 --+ L 11 (finite) as 6 --+ O.

(2.23)

(2.24)

Thus, the applied shear traction '!(x l ) may be discontinuous with the interior shear-stress
(112 provided that the jump [(112] is balanced by a concentrated fibre stress gradient as in
(2.23). The representation (2.20) applies only in the continuous interior solution.
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Some half-plane and rectangular plate examples are presented in the next two sections
and compared with IDT. In Section 5, the potential theory for (2.19) in stretched coordinates
is described for various classes of boundary conditions, and an infinite plate with elliptic
hole example is treated in the final section.

3. HALF-PLANE EXAMPLES

The notation Xl = X, X2 = y, Ul = U, U2 = v, etc., will henceforth be adopted for con
venience. Solutions to four half-plane examples given by the present inextensible theory
IT, (2.8), (2.18), (2.19), (2.20) and (2.23), can be compared with the leading terms for small
8 of the exact solutions presented in [4J, and with the IDT solutions of (2.14), (2.22).

First consider the half-plane y ~ °with fibres parallel to the boundary. For the
boundary condition

y = O:ITXY = ITo cos(I} lTyy = 0, (3.1)

with ITxx vanishing as X --.. ± 00 (y> 0) and u, v bounded at infinity, both IT and IDT
give for y > 0,

U = v = 0, ITxx = lTyy = ITxy = 0, (3.2)

(3.3)

while the exact solution gives for small 8 (finite c),

ITxx = :0 exp ( - Ie) sin(f) +0(8),

lT yy = 0(8), ITxy = 1T0exp ( ~:) cos(f) +0(8).

Thus there is a boundary layer of thickness L8 in which the applied shear stress decays
rapidly and in which there is a concentrated tensile stress ITxx represented in IT by (2.23)
and (2.24). For the boundary condition

(3.4)y = O:ITXY = 0, lTyy = -ITo cos(f),

with ITxx vanishing as X --.. ± oo(y > 0) and u, v bounded at infinity. IT gives for y > 0,

IDT gives for y > 0,

U = v = 0, (3.6)
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which are the limits as c -+ °of (3.5). Leading terms of the exact solution give l1yy as in
(3.5), and

(3.7)

showing the boundary layer of thickness Le with rapidly varying shear-stress and con
centrated stress I1xx '

Now consider the half-plane x ~ °with fibres normal to the boundary. For the
boundary condition

x = O:I1XY = 110 cos(f) , I1xx = 0, (3.8)

with u, v, I1xx bounded as x -+ 00, IT gives for x ~ 0,

u = 0, v = - C::L exp( ~:) cos(f),

I1xx = CI10{l-exp( ~:)} sin(f), l1yy = :0 exp( ~:) sin(f), (3.9)

I1xy = 110 exp( ~:) cos(f),

and lOT gives for x > 0,
U = v = 0, 11xx = 11yy = 11xy = 0. (3.10)

While (3.9) satisfies both traction conditions (3.8) it implies that 11xx "penetrates" to in
finity, -Cl1o sin(yIL) as x -+ 00. The exact solution shows, to first-order in e, that

I1xx = Cl10 {exp( -;e) -exp( ~:)} sin(f), (3.11)

so that the actual penetration depth is of order Lie. For the boundary condition

x = O:I1XY = 0, I1xx = -l1ocos(f), (3.12)

with u, v, I1xx bounded as x -+ 00. Both IT and lOT give for x > 0,

U = v = 0, l1yy = I1xy = 0, I1xx = -110 cos(f), (3.13)

while the exact solution gives
I1xy = O(e),

I1xx = 110 exp( -;e) cos(f) +O(e),

11 e ( - x) (y)
l1yy = ~exp Le cos L +0(e2

),

showing the I1xx penetration depth of order Lie.

(3.14)
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4. RECTANGULAR PLATE EXAMPLES

Consider a rectangular plate or slab with cross-section 0 .::;; x .::;; /, 0 .::;; y .::;; h, so that
fibres are parallel to the side Ox, subject to plane strain or plane stress loading. Let one end
be fixed and the other end subjected to shear traction only; thus,

x = O:u = " = 0; x = /: (Jxx = 0, (Jxy = - r(y). (4.1)

It follows from the first of (4.1) that in both IT and lOT,

u == 0,

and hence by the third of (4.1) that

(4.2)

IT:t(y) = (aav) .
y x=/

(4.3)

Consider two simple side conditions

(a) y = O:(JXY = (Jyy = 0,

(b) y = 0: (Jxy = (Jyy = 0,

y = h: (Jxy = (Jyy = 0,

y = h:u = v = o.
(4.4)

The lOT interior solution of (a) [2J is simply

v= (J xx = (J y)' = 0, (4.5)

where

F = J: r(y) dy. (4.6)

The shear-stress jumps on y = 0, h are balanced by concentrated compressive and tensile
(Jxx respectively, as defined in (2.23), (2.24), and if r(y) does not have the uniform dis
tribution F/h then the (Jxy jump on x = / is similarly balanced by concentrated (Jyy in
normal lines. In practice the inextensibility approximation ell == 0 (or high modulus EL )

may not be appropriate for large compressive stress in the fibre direction, particularly if
the matrix largely supports the compressive stress. For (b) the lOT interior solution is
simply

v = 0, (Jxy = (Jxx = (Jyy = 0, (4.7)

with concentrated (Jyy on x = /.

In terms of the stretched coordinates

x = x, y= cy, (4.8)

the IT displacement v, by (2.19), becomes harmonic:

V(X, y) = v(x, y), (4.9)
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From the boundary conditions (4.1), (4.4),

av
X = l:ax =

r(Ylc)

av
(a) Y= 0,ch: 8y = 0, [O"xJ i= 0, (4.10)

av
(b) Y = 0: aY = 0, [0"Xy] i= 0, Y = ch: V = 0,

implying boundary layers on y = 0, h for (a) and on y = °for (b). Note that in lOT (b)
there is a boundary layer on x = 1associated with normal line stress, but no boundary
layer on y = 0.

These potential problems have been solved numerically by standard finite element
methodst for various values of c and the aspect ratio a = hi!. The end tractions for the
side conditions (a) and (b) of (4.4), (4.10) are chosen to be respectively

2F
(a) r(y) = /if y,

F
(b) r(y) = h' (4.11)

As illustration the solutions are presented for the case a = 1 (square plate) with c = 1
and c = 0·1. The small value is chosen to demonstrate the approach to the lOT solutions
as c --> 0.

Figure 1 shows the displacement v on y = °and y = h in problem (a) for c = 1 and
c = 0·1, with the latter not distinguishable from the linear lOT profile (4.5), and on y = °
in problem (b). For the latter the c = 0·1 solution differs significantly from the vanishing
lOT displacement near the sheared end.

xii

FIG. 1. Transverse displacement for side conditions (a) and (b).

t I am indebted to Dr. M. Baligh of Systems, Science and Software, Inc., for performing the computations.
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Figure 2 shows the shear-stress a xy in problem (a) on y/h = 0·05 and 0·95, for c = 1
and c = 0·1, and shows the uniform lDT distribution for comparison. The (normal) bound
ary layer near x = I for c = 0·1. approximated by the jump in lDT, is evident. The same
comparisons are made in Fig. 3 for problem (b).

Figure 4 shows the transverse stress ayy on x/I = 0·95, near the sheared end, for problem
(a), for c = 1 and c = 0·1. The latter shows the large values of ayy and oayy/oy arising to
balance the nonuniform applied shear traction. The same comparisons are made in
Fig. 5 for problem (b). Note the higher values of ayy arising due to the fixed side condition
when c is small, but not for c = 1.

5. POTENTIAL THEORY

The previous two sections have demonstrated by examples the occurrence of con
centrated fibre stress and discontinuous shear-stress at boundaries parallel to fibres when
tractions are prescribed. On boundary sections y = constant the arbitrary functions u(y)

xli
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FIG. 2. Shear stress for side conditions (a).

-0·5

xli

0,-...,..-------------'0:r.5"-<l__=-""""':l"<:""-""O"'",.---i
lI---6---&--n-- -4-

I

I y

.-:I~._ I' ·00' L.
o

..,
.__ h.-- ---. \...............

................
..............

-I

-2L..- .L-- --J

FIG. 3. Shear stress for side conditions (b).
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FIG. 4. Transverse stress on x/I = 0·95 for side conditions (a).

and t(y) become constants, and two independent traction distributions are an over
prescription (in general) for the elliptic v(x, y) equation (2.19). Similarly, displacement
conditions incompatible with a field u(y) will induce high fibre stress in some region and
some fibre extension of 0(1:), requiring a perturbation approach to a compatible solution.
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FIG. 5. Transverse stress on x/I = 0·95 for side conditions (b).
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Domains with boundaries parallel to fibres only at discrete tangent points are now
considered. Under the (nonconformal) transformation (4.8) the transverse displacement
v = V(X, Y) is harmonic (4.9). Also write

U(Y) = u(y), T(¥) = t(y). (5.1 )

Details are presented for a finite domain D convex to fibre lines Y = constant as shown
in Fig. 6. For boundaries intersecting a section of fibre lines 2r times the functions U(¥),
T(Y) can be r-valued in that range, continuous with U(Y), T(Y) outside the range. The
boundary C of the domain D, Fig. 6, can be divided into left- and right-hand sections,
C = CL U CR where

(5.2)

and XL is continuous with X R at Yo and Y1 ·

y

'-----------------)(
FIG. 6. Body domain in stretched coordinates.

The inclination qJ of the unit outward normal N on C to the X-axis is related to e,
the inclination of the normal on the body boundary to the x-axis, by

cot qJ = c cot e,
Two useful identities are

(5.3)

The tractions IlL tx ' IlL ty on the body boundary are related to V by

rtxds = V+cXU'(Y)-c- 1rT(Y')dY',

(5.4)

(5.5)

(5.6)
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where s measures arc length (in the sense of S, Fig. 6) along the body boundary. Equivalent
to (5.5) is

(5.7)

(5.8)

(5.16)

From the self-equilibration of the boundary tractions,

A: av A: avYcas dS = 0, Yc oNdS = 0,

as required. The stress components on D are expressed by

(lxx = fJ.L {T(Y)-C
2
XU"(Y)-C ~~},

(lyy=C-lfJ.L~~' (lXY=fJ.L{CU'(Y)+~~} (5.9)

In view of the functions U(Y), T(Y) uniform in X it is helpful to describe boundary
conditions with explicit reference to CLand CR' When different conditions are applied on
CLand CR there is a corresponding problem with CLand CR interchanged. Pairing of
conditions on CLand CR applies also to sub-sections of CLand CR over a common range
of Y. It is supposed that whenever the displacement u is applied on both CLand CR on a
common range of Y, it is compatible with the inextensibility requirement u = U(Y).
Following is a classification of various prescribed boundary conditions which in principle
determine U( Y), T( Y) and harmonic V(X, Y):

U and Von C, tx on CL, (5.10)

U and ty on C, tx on CL , (5.11)

U on C, Von CL, tx and ty on CR, (5.12)

Vand tx on C, (5.13)

tx on C, Von CL , ty on CR , (5.14)

tx and ty on C. (5.15)

Conditions (5.lOH5.13) determine the solution V of (4.9) and T is then found from
(5.5) for the first three, and U, T are determined by (5.5) given tx on CLand C R (5.13).
Given (5.14), VandtxonCLrelates Uand Tby(5.5),thentx onCRexpresses Uand Tin
terms of Von CR' Consequently, t y on CR, by (5.6), prescribes a combination of aViaN
and Von CR, and Vis given on CL by (5.14). That is, writing

Is tx ds' = gdY), IS tx ds' = gR(Y)'
CL CR

gL(YO) = gR(YO) = 0, gdY1) = gR(Y1) = g(Yd,

and denoting Von CL and CR by VL(Y), VR(Y), respectively,

c{XR(Y)-XL(Y)}U'(Y) = gR(y)-gdY)- VR(Y)+ VL(Y),

C-1{XR(Y)-Xdy)} IY

T(Y')dY' = XR(Y){VdY)-gdY)}-XdY){VR(Y)-gR(Y)}' (5.17)
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(5.19)

(5.20)

and hence on CR' by (5.6),

(XR- XL) :~ -cos qJ V = (XR- XL)(C2 sin2 qJ + cos2 qJ)"tty-cos qJ{gR - gL + J::a (5.18)

where VL denotes V evaluated at the same value of Yon CL . The conditions (5.lOH5.14)
lead to standard potential problems for V.

Finally, there are the pure traction conditions (5.15). Writing

{
!dy) on CL

(c 2 sin 2 qJ+cos 2 qJ)tty = ,
!R(Yj on CR

and denoting qJ and aViaN on CL, CRby qJL, aVdaN and qJR' aVRlaN, respectively, (5.5)
and (5.6) become

VQ = gQ-cXQV'+c-
1rT(Y')dY'!_

Q - L, R.
aVQ {' V'-= JQ-c cos qJQ
aN

By the first of (5.20) with Q = Land R, the relations (5.17) for V, T are again obtained.
Hence, eliminating V' in the second of (5.20),

av -
CL:(XR-Xd aN +cos qJ(V - VR) = (XR-XL)!L +cos qJ(gL - gR)'

R av -
C :(XR-Xd aN -cos qJ(V - VL) = (XR- XL)!R+COS qJ(gL - gR)'

(5.21 )

where VRdenotes V evaluated on CRat the same Yvalue, and each !Q' gQ are evaluated
at the current value of Y. Note that cos qJ < 0 on CL , >0 on CR' Equation (5.21) is a non
standard potential problem. At Y = Yo and Y1 , cos qJ = 0, X R = XL' gL = gR' and (5.21)
has continuous limits. It is straightforward to prove the existence of a unique solution
V for the boundary conditions (5.18) and (5.21) when C is a circle, but no proof has been
found for general C.

The traction problem (5.21) simplifies for boundaries C (and hence the body boundary)
symmetric about a normal line, say X = O. Then

XL = -XR , COSqJL = -COSqJR' sinqJL = sinqJR' (5.22)

Consider the solution as a sum of even and odd parts in X, V = V+ V. Then aViaN is
o e e

even and aViaN is odd. The CL and CR conditions for V are compatible withfL = fR =!
e

(t y even) and gL = gR = g (tx odd), that is, symmetric loading, giving on C

eav e

aN=!'

a standard potential problem. By (5.17),

(5.23)

V'(Y) == 0, f
y

e e
T(Y')dY' = c{V(Y)-g(Y)}. (5.24)
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o 0

V is the solution for t y odd, -fL = fR = f, and t x even which implies g(Y1 ) = 0 (self-
o

equilibration on CL and CR separately), and hence -gL = gR = g. Thus (5.21) becomes
oav 0 0 0

CL:XRaN+COSqJV= -XRf-cosqJg,

oav 0 0 0

CR:XRaN -cos qJV = XRf -cos qJg,

a standard problem, and (5.17) gives

(5.25)

T(Y) == O. (5.26)

6. INFINITE PLATE WITH ELLIPTIC HOLE

If the domain D extends to unbounded X then by (5.9) the stress (1xx is bounded only
if U"( Y) == 0: U = U 1 Y, and if it extends also to unbounded Y then bounded displacement
requires U == O. The class of inextensible solutions on infinite domains is therefore re
stricted, but includes the symmetric traction problems. As illustration, two symmetric
loading problems for an infinite plate with an elliptic hole are solved by conformal
mapping.

Figure 7 shows an elliptic boundary

x = a cos w, Y = bsin w, -71: ::::;; w::::;; 71:, (6.1)

and the elliptic boundary C under the transformation (4.8):

X = Acosw, Y= Bsinw, A = a, B = cb. (6.2)

Introducing the complex variables z = X +iY and w, the conformal mapping

z = !(A+B)w+!(A-B)w- 1
, (A+B)w = z+{z2-(A2-B2)}-!, (6.3)

y

o

-+-------=f-!~--L-----f=<-----x

FIG. 7. Elliptic hole boundary and transformation.
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maps the exterior D of the ellipse (6.2) onto the exterior of the unit circle w = eiw
• An

analytic function n(z) on D maps into an analytic function Q(w) on Iwl > 1 and the har
monic function V(X, Y) can be expressed as

V(X, y) = Im[n(z)] = Im[Q(w)].

The stress expressions (5.9) can then be written

(6.4)

(Jxx = ilL {T(Y)-C Re[Q'(w) ~;]}, (6.5)

in the symmetric case U == O.
On the boundary w = eiw

,

dz .
dw = e-'W(Bcosw+iAsinw),

. Idw 1
e'CP = - i dz I(B cos w + iA sin w),

av .av -Idwl iWl"i'(iW)--1-- -e Heas aN dz .

Here, in the symmetric case U == 0, tx odd, direct from (5.7),

B cos wT(B sin w) = tnB cos w + ctsA sin w +c Re[eiwQ'(e iW )],

for - n/2 :::; 0) :::; n/2, and the boundary condition (5.22) becomes

(6.6)

(6.7)

(6.8)

(6.9)

(6.10)

on w = eiw (-n :::; w :::; n), where IlLtn, IlLts are the normal and tangential tractions on
the hole boundary. Here t n is even, and t s is odd, in x. Note also that

dz
-- --> t(A +B) as w --> 00.dw (6.11 )

By (6.9), T( Y) is generally nonzero in - B :::; Y:::; B and so by (6.5) the fibre stress (J xx

penetrates to infinity in the ± X -direction in the "influence strip" of the hole boundary.
Requiring (J xx --> 0 as X -+ ± 00 in IYI > B implies T( Y) == 0 in IYI > B and hence T( Y),
(Jxx may be discontinuous on Y = ± B. Such discontinuities can be regarded as approxi
mations to narrow strips of high (J xx gradient in the y-direction.

Consider first uniform pressure loading of the hole boundary with vanishing shear
and transverse stress at infinity:

ts = 0; (6.12)

The latter imply that Q'(w) -+ 0 as w --> CXJ. Assuming a Laurent expansion for Q(w), (6.10)
shows trivially that

Q(w) = (6.13)
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JiLT(B sin w) = -p(l-e2A/B), -n/2 ~ w ~ n/2, (6.14)

(6.17)

which is uniform and nonzero, so that stress penetration does occur. The displacement
and stresses are obtained from (6.4), (6.5). In particular, on the hole boundary w = eiw

,

JiLV = peA sin w = pcya/b, (6.15)

. peA{B cos2 w- A sin 2 w)- i(A +B) sin w cos w}
eayy + !axy = 2 2 2 . 2 ,(6.16)

B cos w+A SIO w

a = _ (1- e
2
A) _pe

2
A(B cos

2
w-A sin

2
w)

xx P B B 2 cos 2 w+A 2 sin 2 w .

The circumferential stress ass = a xx + a yy +p becomes

a = pA {1- A(I-c
2
)(A+B) sin

2
w} (6.18)

ss B B 2 cos2 w+A2 sin2 w .

For a circular hole A = 1, B = c and 0 < e < 1, ass decreases monotonically from
p/e( > 0) to - p(1 - c - c2

)( < 0) as w increases from 0 to n/2, with symmetric values in the
other quadrants. Compare the solution ass == p for an isotropic plate, obtained here when
e = 1. For small e, ass has a high tensile value at w = 0 and is compressive at w = n/2,
but ass --+ - p (all w # 0, n) as c --+ 0, showing the small section of high as. gradient near
w = 0, n for small c.

Next consider zero boundary traction and uniform transverse tension at infinity:

tn = ts = 0;

For these conditions

axy --+ 0 as w --+ 00. (6.19)

and

Q(w) = FC(A+B)(w_!-),
2JiL w

(6.20)

JiLT(B sin w) = Fe 2(1 + A/B),

On the hole boundary

-n/2 ~ w ~ n/2. (6.21)

JiLV = Fc(A+B)sinw = Fcy(a+eb)/b,

. Fc(A +B) cos w(B cos w-iA sin w)
ea + !a = 2 2 2 . 2 '

yy xy B cos w+A SIO w

(6.22)

(6.23)

Fc2(A +B)B cos2 w

B 2 cos2 w+A2 sin2 w'
(6.24)

F(A+B)(B 2 cos2 w+c2 A 2 sin2 w)
a.s = B(B2 cos2 w+A2 sin 2 w)

(6.25)

For the circular hole a•• decreases from F(1 + e)/c to Fc(1 +c) as w increases from 0
to n/2, when 0 < c < 1, with symmetric behaviour in the other quadrants. For c = 1,
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ass =: 2F. Compare the maximum tensile value F(1 +c)/c at w = 0 with the isotropic
plate result 3F. As c ~ 0 (w of. 0,71:), ass'" Fc cosec2 w.

Note

I have recently been shown a manuscript entitled "Plane Strain and Generalised Plane
Stress Problems for Fibre-Reinforced Materials" by A. H. England, J. E. Ferrier and
J. N. Thomas, Department ofTheoretical Mechanics, University of Nottingham, submitted
to the Journal of the Mechanics and Physics of Solids. The transverse displacement
equations (2.19) and (4.9) are derived under the same assumptions, and in illustration
some solutions for the infinite plane, half plane, and infinite strip are obtained, and com
pared with the lOT solutions in the limit c ...... O.
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A6CTpaKT-O'IepTaHHe nJlocKoii ile«jlopMaUHH HJlH JlJIOCKOrO HanplI:lKeHHlI ilJlll HepaCTlI:lKHMaeMOro,
nOnepe'lHO H30TponHoro JlHHeAHOro, ynpyroro MaTepHana, C ocell. cHMMeTpHH B nnOCKOCTH, npHBOAHT K
rapMOHH'IeCKH nonepe'lHoMy nOJllo nepeMemeHHA B YilnHHHeHHblX KooPilHHaTax. Pa3HHe ycnoBHlI nepeMe
UleHHii H TlIrOllblX YCHnHll. CllOAlITClI K CTaHilapTHblM H HeCTaHilapTHblM KpaeBblM 3aAa'laM TeopHH nOTeH
UHana. .llnll lo\JlJllOCTpaUHH, ilalOTClI npHMepbl ilnll npllMoyronbHoll. JlJIOCKOCTH, nonynnocKoCTH Ii 6ecKO
He'lHOii nnaCTHHKH C JJlJlHnTH'IeCKHM OTllCpcTllHeM.


